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Try this before your next editing session: write down what you expect the troublesome

paragraph to say. Then read what it actually says.
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The gap can be instructive. You may remember a clear explanation, a tender moment or a clue
placed with considerable cunning. The page may contain half the explanation, an ambiguous

pronoun and a reference to a suitcase you deleted on Tuesday.

Repeated reading makes a manuscript familiar. Familiarity is useful for understanding the
book, but it can also make it harder to notice gaps. Fresh-eyes techniques change the conditions

of reading so you have another chance to see them. No technique catches everything.
GIVE ONE SESSION ONE JOB
Do you want to test structure, sentence clarity or surface accuracy? Choose before you begin.

During a structural read, note where interest weakens, information arrives too late or
motivations fail. During a language pass, attend to rhythm, clarity and repetition. During a final

text check, slow down for spelling, punctuation and missing words.

You can notice other problems, but put them on a separate list rather than chasing each one
immediately. Otherwise a session meant to examine the ending may conclude with one

beautifully repaired comma in chapter two.

A focused pass also makes progress easier to recognize. "Checked Scenes 8-12 for speaker clarity”

isa useful record. "Looked at book again" provides less encouragement.
CREATE SOME DISTANCE

If time allows, put the manuscript aside and do something unrelated. The useful interval
depends on your schedule and circumstances; there is no magic number of days that turns an

author into a stranger.

On returning, begin with a reading copy rather than the working file if that helps you resist
tinkering. Make brief notes about what you experience: confusion, impatience, surprise,

delight. Record the location and the reaction before proposing the repair.

"Ilost track of whose mother this is" identifies a problem. "Rewrite the entire family history"

may be a disproportionate first response.
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When a deadline prevents a long break, change tasks or sections and return later. Even modest

distance can be worth trying, though it is not a substitute for outside attention.
CHANGE THE READING CHANNEL

Read aloud if that is accessible and comfortable. You may notice breathless sentences, repeated
words or dialogue that no human mouth wants to negotiate. Mark what trips you, then decide

whether the difficulty belongs to the intended voice or needs repair.

Text-to-speech offers another way to hear the wording. Follow the text as it plays when
possible, and check suspicious passages yourself. A synthetic voice may mispronounce names or

disguise punctuation problems. Listening is a diagnostic aid, not an accuracy certificate.

Alternatively, use a printed copy or an exported document with a different, comfortable font
and line spacing. The changed appearance may help interrupt habitual scanning. Make the

change in a copy so it does not disrupt your working manuscript or final layout.

Choose methods that suit your access needs. There is no requirement to read aloud, print

hundreds of pages or strain to use an unfamiliar display.
SEPARATE LOCAL ERRORS FROM STORY FLOW

For surface checks, try reading short sections out of sequence. Starting with the final paragraph

of a chapter and moving upward paragraph by paragraph can reduce the pull of the story.

This helps inspect local wording; it does not test narrative logic. Return to normal order for
transitions, cause and effect, emotional development and clarity across paragraphs. Backward

reading cannot tell you whether a revelation is properly prepared.

Use search for known personal habits: duplicated words, uncertain name spellings, filler
phrases or placeholders such as "CHECK THIS." Inspect results individually. A search for
repeated "just” may reveal unnecessary softening, exact timing or a character's distinctive way

of speaking.
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A grammar checker can suggest candidates too. Read the explanation and decide. Accepting

every suggestion may introduce errors or erase deliberate language choices.
ASK AREADER FOR AN EXPERIENCE

Give a trusted reader a manageable section and a few questions: Where did you have to reread?

What did you think the character wanted? What remained unclear?

Let them answer before explaining your intention. An explanation can help discussion later, but

it cannot travel beside every published copy and whisper into the reader's ear.

A reciprocal critique exchange can provide affordable outside attention. Be clear about length,
timing and the kind of response requested. A friend spotting problems is helping; they have not

necessarily performed a professional copyedit or proofread.

Professional editors and proofreaders bring different skills and agreed responsibilities. Match

the service to the stage rather than asking "fresh eyes" to mean every possible kind of editing.
LEAVE A TRACE OF THE WORK

Keep corrections in one master file and note which version readers saw. If you mark a printed or
exported copy, transfer changes carefully and check that none were missed. Save a recoverable

version before a substantial pass.

When attention begins to slide, stop or take a break. Pushing through the last pages while
thinking about dinner can produce a remarkable number of corrections to sentences that were

already fine.

Finally, reread changed passages with their neighbours. A freshly corrected sentence can still
collide with the next one. The goal is attentive reading under useful conditions, followed by

judgement about what the reader actually needs.

From Fogbottom: practical writing guidance and free creative software for independent authors. The original article, with any

updates, is at fogbottom.com/learn/the-fresh-eyes-test/.

fogbottom.com Page 4 of 4


https://fogbottom.com/learn/the-fresh-eyes-test/

